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■ Lakeview duo to
remain teammates
in college.
By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Dreams do come true. Just ask
Kyle Murray.

Murray and his St. Clair
Shores Lakeview teammate
Mike Mazzola will play golf at
Spring Arbor University starting
in the fall.

“It means everything,” Mur-

ray said.
“This is
what
we’ve been
dreaming
of since
we started
playing
golf to-
gether.”

Sports always have tied Mur-
ray and Mazzola since they
played on the same soccer and
baseball teams when they were 5
years old.

They excelled at golf, and they
started hitting the links together

at age 10.
When

they reached
the varsity
level,
though, they
played for
different
schools, with
Mazzola at-
tending
Lakeview
and Murray
at Harper Woods Notre Dame.

But when Notre Dame closed
last year, Mazzola and Murray fi-
nally teamed up on the golf

course last
fall.

“It was
great,” Mur-
ray said.
“We talked
about
wouldn’t it
be sweet if
we could
play togeth-
er. It didn’t
happen the

way I wanted with the school
closing, but it worked out well
in the end.”

They helped Lakeview soar to

a MAC Gold Division champi-
onship, a district tournament ti-
tle and regional tourney crown,
with Murray earning medalist
honors at all three events.

Meanwhile, Mazzola was the
MVP of the MAC Gold as he
helped the Huskies capture the
dual-meet title. Mazzola also
was a team captain and a four-
year varsity player at Lake-
view.

The duo also helped the
Huskies finish 12th at the Divi-
sion 2 state finals.

Expect more of the same from
Murray and Mazzola on the colle-

giate level, Lakeview coach Alex
Macko said.

“The coach has no idea how
lucky he’s getting,” Macko said.
“You can build a program
around them.”

Murray hopes for the best at
Spring Arbor.

“The goals are the same — to
do well individually because it’s
an individual sport,” he said. “I
just hope it goes as well as it did
this year for our team.”

That dream may come true,
too.

Send comments to
john.hetzler@macombdaily.com.

MAZZOLA MURRAY

Murray, Mazzola to hit links for Spring Arbor

■ Detroit Pershing
senior ‘had a
dominant year,’
coach says.
The Associated Press

Detroit Pershing senior De-
Shawn Sims finished third in the
Mr. Basketball voting. 

But the
state’s me-
dia agree:
Sims was
Michigan’s

top player in Class A this winter. 
Sims is this season’s Associat-

ed Press Class A player of the
year. 

A 6-foot-8 forward who will
play at Michigan, Sims averaged
25 points, 12 rebounds and three
blocked shots per game for the
No. 8-ranked Doughboys. 

“He’s had a dominant year,”

Pershing coach A.W. Canada
said. “Every time we’ve asked
him to step up he did. He’s taken
on the leadership role, too. He’s
making more and-ones. He’s con-
stantly working to improve.” 

Sims also was a member of
the All-State team as a junior. His
high school career ended with a
double-overtime regional semifi-
nal loss to No. 2 Detroit Redford. 

Three more seniors and three
juniors joined Sims as unani-
mous choices on this season’s
All-State team. 

Grand Blanc forward K’Len
Morris, who will play at Michi-
gan, was selected after averaging
20.9 points, 7.9 rebounds and 2.4
assists per game. Belleville guard
Leon Freeman averaged 26.1
points and 10.1 rebounds, and
Okemos guard Johnathon Jones
averaged 21 points, 6.5 assists
and four rebounds. 

Orchard Lake St. Mary junior

guard Kalin Lucas, who has ver-
bally committed to Michigan
State, averaged 24.9 points, 5.8 as-
sists and 5.8 rebounds. Saginaw
Arthur Hill forward Darquavis
Tucker averaged 23 points, 13 re-
bounds and seven assists, and
Detroit Redford guard Corper-
ryale Harris averaged 22.3
points, 7.5 rebounds and 4.5 as-
sists. 

Tucker and Harris are two of
the most highly-touted college
prospects in the state’s junior
class. 

Three others seniors and a ju-
nior round out this season’s All-
State squad. 

Detroit King senior guard Ra-
mar Smith, another of the state’s
most highly-touted prospects, av-
eraged 23.4 points, 6.5 rebounds
and 5.5 assists this season. Sagi-
naw senior guard Larry Wright,
who has verbally committed to
St. John’s, averaged 21 points and

seven rebounds. And Grandville
senior guard David Thompson,
who signed with Grand Valley
State, averaged 23 points and six
assists per game this season. 

Holt junior center Paul Cros-
by, a star of the Rams’ 2005 Class
A state championship run, aver-
aged 15.6 points, 11.1 rebounds
and 3.7 blocked shots per game. 

Okemos’ Dan Stolz is this sea-

son’s Class A coach of the year.
The Chieftains won the Capital
Area Activities Conference Divi-
sion 1 championship for the first
time — in the third year of the
league — and finished the regu-
lar season ranked No. 1 in Class
A. Stolz’ career record at the
start of district tournaments
was 319-64 in 17 seasons — good
for an average of nearly 19 wins
per. 

GOLF

The 2006 Associated Press Class A All-State basketball
team as selected by Michigan sports writers and broadcasters: 

DeShawn Sims, Detroit Pershing, 6-8, Sr. (player of the
year) 

Johnathon Jones, Okemos, 6-0, Sr. 
K’Len Morris, Grand Blanc, 6-5, Sr. 
Darquavis Tucker, Saginaw Arthur Hill, 6-5, Jr. 
Leon Freeman, Belleville, 6-4, Sr. 
Corperryale Harris, Detroit Redford, 6-4, Jr. 
Kalin Lucas, Orchard Lake St. Mary, 5-11, Jr. 
Larry Wright, Saginaw, 6-3, Sr. 
Paul Crosby, Holt, 6-7, Jr. 
David Thompson, Grandville, 5-8, Sr. 
Ramar Smith, Detroit King, 6-3, Sr. 
Coach of the year: Dan Stolz, Okemos. 
SPECIAL MENTION (nominees receiving two or more

votes from the 10-member panel): Joshua Southern, Saginaw;
Lendyn Davis, Lansing Sexton. Coach: 

Dale Clyde, Bay City John Glenn. 
HONORABLE MENTION (nominees receiving one or no

votes from the 10-member panel): Robb McPhillips, Midland;
Jovonne Augustus,Grand Rapids Creston; Derek Brooks,Grand
Rapids Northview; Robbie Harman, Traverse City Central; Eric
Puls, Alpena; Dex Battista, Utica; T.J. Gore, Macomb Dakota;
Blake Cushingberry,Romeo; Tony Bowles,Port Huron Northern;
John Lierman, Holt; Gerald Busby, East Lansing; Devino
Williams,Benton Harbor; Marc Larson,Mattawan; Jeremy Allen,
Detroit Cass Tech; Tremaine Butler,Detroit Mackenzie; DeAndre’
Nealy, Detroit Central; Eulis Stephens, Detroit Southeastern;
Woody Payne,Ypsilanti; Devin Searcy,Romulus; Brian Christian,
Detroit Mumford; Brandon Bowdry, Taylor Truman; Tim Williams,
Pontiac Northern; Jon Tassin,Orchard Lake St. Mary; Dion Sims,
U-D Jesuit; Damien Abram, Pontiac Central; Zach Nichols,
Brighton; Rob Boss, Brighton; Marcus Monroe, Ann Arbor Pio-
neer; Denard Branch, Walled Lake Western; Alvin Storrs,
Northville; Jerome Hutchins, Detroit Redford. 

Coach: Mike Kapustka, Grand Rapids Northview; Bill Sny-
der, Macomb Dakota; Dan Hoff, Mattawan; George Ward, De-
troit Central; Denny Butcher, Walled Lake Central; Josh Tropea,
Howell. 

Berrien
Springs
advances
■ Saginaw Buena
Vista awaits 
in Class C final.
The Associated Press

EAST LANSING — Matt
Demler scored eight of his 15
points in a third-quarter surge to
lead Berrien Springs to a 59-49
win over Bath in a Class C semifi-
nal Thursday at Michigan State’s
Breslin Center. 

The Shamrocks (23-3) will face
Saginaw
Buena Vista
in Saturday’s
champi-
onship

game. The Knights (19-7) got 23
points from Tory Jackson in a 70-
41 rout of Traverse City St. Fran-
cis in the first Class C semifinal
game. 

Buena Vista will be trying for
its second title in three years,
while the Shamrocks’ only other
championship appearance was a
71-69 loss to Crystal Falls in 1956. 

Bath and Berrien Springs trad-
ed the lead for most of the first
three quarters, but a late rally
gave the Shamrocks a 47-38 edge
heading into the final period. 

The Fighting Bees (21-5) pulled
within 53-49 with three minutes
left, even after Kody Kokx fouled
out with 18 points. 

After a series of turnovers by
both teams, Bath was forced to
foul, and Berrien Springs put the
game away from the line. 

Shelby Wood scored 13 points
for Berrien Springs, while Devin
Tarrant and Eli Redman each had
12 for Bath. 

In the first game, Jackson had
15 points in the first quarter,
putting the Knights up 21-8, and
the Gladiators (23-3) were never
able to get back into the game. 

Kadeem Green added 18 for
Buena Vista, while David Rich-
mond had 16. Ben Popp was the
only St. Francis player to reach
double figures, scoring 10. 

CLASS D
Caleb Simons scored 16 points

to lead Mount Pleasant Sacred
Heart to a 45-31 win over Detroit
City in a Class D semifinal at
Michigan State’s Breslin Center. 

The win means Irish coach
Keisha Brown will be the first
woman to coach a boys’ team in a
Michigan championship game in
either football or basketball. 

Sacred Heart (25-1) will face
Wyoming Tri-Unity Christian in
Saturday’s final. The Defenders
(19-8) got a triple-double from
Jonathan Visser and 18 points
and 12 rebounds from Andy Vene-
ma in a 77-45 win over Cedarville
in Thursday’s first semifinal. 

The Defenders, playing in the
semifinals for the fourth time in
five seasons, will be going for
their third championship since
1996. Sacred Heart last won a
state title in 1975. 

SEMIFINALS 

Michigan State University, Breslin Center, East Lansing 
Thursday, March 23 

CLASS C 
Saginaw Buena Vista 70, Traverse City St. Francis 41 
Berrien Springs 59, Bath 49 

CLASS D 
Wyoming Tri-unity Christian 77, Cedarville 45 
Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart 45, Detroit City 31 

Friday, March 24 
CLASS A 

Orchard Lake St. Mary (20-6) vs. Okemos (24-1), 1 p.m. 
Saginaw Arthur Hill (19-6) vs. Detroit Redford (23-3), 2:50 p.m. 

CLASS B 
Wyoming Godwin Heights (25-1) vs. East Grand Rapids (20-5),6

p.m. 
Detroit Renaissance (20-4) vs. Flint Southwestern (24-2), 7:50

p.m. 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Saturday, March 25 
Michigan State University, Breslin Center, East Lansing 

Class D, Wyoming Tri-unity Christian vs. Mount Pleasant Sacred
Heart, 10 a.m. 

Class C: Saginaw Buena Vista vs. Berrien Springs, noon 
Class A, 4 p.m. 
Class B, 8 p.m. 

Class A All-State listSims stands tall in Class A

Basketball

Basketball

■ Orchard Lake St.
Mary’s faces
Okemos in state
semifinals.
By Keith Dunlap
Journal Register News Service

ORCHARD LAKE — One
glance at
the Orchard
Lake St.
Mary’s ros-
ter, and one

could assume the Eaglets have
gone far enough to fill the re-
quirements of a successful sea-
son.

With no seniors in their regu-
lar playing rotation, making the
state semifinals constitutes satis-
faction, because after all, it’s a
given that a more experienced
Eaglets squad will take the next
step next year.

A nice theory, but one the Ea-
glets (20-6) aren’t buying into en-
tering their Class A state semifi-
nal game at 1 p.m. today against
Okemos (24-1) at the Breslin Cen-
ter in East Lansing.

St. Mary’s is fully intent on
taking advantage of its shot to
win a state championship this
weekend, because as head coach
George Porritt knows, there are
no guarantees the Eaglets will
get another opportunity quite
like this one.

“When you get a chance, you
better take advantage of it,” Por-
ritt said. “We’ve beaten some
teams here in the last couple of
weeks that have a lot of juniors,
too. Right now, it’s our chance,
and we feel like we’ve got a good
chance.”

The winner of today’s game
will play the winner between De-
troit Redford (23-3) and Saginaw
Arthur Hill (19-6) for the state
championship at 4 p.m. Saturday.

To get to the final, the Eaglets
will have to overcome a senior-
dominated Okemos squad that
entered the state playoffs ranked
No. 1 in Class A.

Senior point guard Johnathon
Jones finished fourth in the Mr.
Basketball voting and will be a
challenge both on offense and de-
fense for St. Mary’s star junior

point guard Kalin Lucas.
Okemos also has size in 6-foot-

10 junior Anthony Ianni and 6-6
junior Denny Means, to go along
with perimeter threats, such as
seniors Bobby Albers, Mike
Emerson and Ivan Parker.

The only blemish on the sea-
son for Okemos, which is coming
off a 55-47 overtime win over

Grand Rapids Northview in the
quarterfinals, was a regular-sea-
son loss to defending Class A
state champion Holt.

“They’re very well-rounded,”
Porritt said. “They’ve got a great
point guard and good size.
They’ve got all the ingredients.”

As formidable as Okemos is,
the Eaglets have grown used to
playing good competition, such
as Birmingham Detroit Country
Day, Detroit Redford, Pontiac
Northern and Detroit Southeast-
ern.

St. Mary’s last state champi-
onship came in 2000 when it won
the Class B title. The Eaglets
moved up to Class A two years
ago and hope to put down any
talk that next year is the year
they’re supposed to win it all.

“You never know what will
happen,” Lucas said. “Some peo-
ple on our team might get hurt or
I might get hurt. We’ve got to try
and get it right now.” 

Young Eaglets hope to make most of their chance

Basketball

When you get a chance, you better
take advantage of it. We’ve beaten some
teams here in the last couple of weeks
that have a lot of juniors, too. Right now,
it’s our chance, and we feel like we’ve
got a good chance.

— George Porritt,
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s coach

■ Fighting Sioux
enjoy home ice,
own locker room.
The Associated Press

GRAND FORKS, N.D. —
North Dakota’s hockey team not
only will have home ice for the
NCAA West Regional, it will

have its reg-
ular locker
room. 

In past
years, the
top seed in
each region-

al got to choose its locker room,
even if it meant displacing the
host team. 

Minnesota coach Don Lucia
said that rule has been modified
to enable a host team to keep its
locker room. Lucia said the top-
seeded Gophers would not have
kicked the Fighting Sioux out of
their locker room, anyway. 

“There’s no point in doing
that,” he said. “It’s their locker
room, and they have their setup. 

“I think Denver made the mis-
take of kicking Michigan out of
their locker room a few years
ago,” he added. 

The higher-seeded Pioneers
did that in 2002 and ended up los-
ing to the Wolverines 5-3 in the
national quarterfinals. 

North Dakota goalie Jordan
Parise said the familiar sur-
roundings are not that big of an
advantage for the Sioux. 

“I really don’t think right now
it matters where we play,” he
said. “We have to focus on the
task at hand and that’s winning a
hockey game, whether that’s on
the road or at home.” 

The West Regional this week-
end features Minnesota (27-8-5),

the second-seeded Sioux (27-15-1),
third-seed Michigan (21-14-5) and
fourth-seed Holy Cross (26-9-2). 

Chris Semrau, director of
events for Ralph Engelstad Are-
na, said tickets are “very limit-
ed.” 

If the event does not sell out,
single-session tickets will be sold
Friday and Saturday morning,

he said. 
Grand Forks has not hosted a

national playoff game since 1987.
The arena hopes to break the
West Regional single-game atten-
dance record of 9,540 set in 2003
at Mariucci Arena in Minneapo-
lis. The seating capacity at Ralph
Engelstad Arena is 11,406. 

Semrau said there is not a va-

cant hotel room in Grand Forks,
despite the fact Aerosmith can-
celed a Saturday show at the
Alerus Center. 

“It’s probably the most impor-
tant UND hockey event we’ve
held so far,” he said. 

Friday’s semifinals feature
Minnesota versus Holy Cross,
and North Dakota versus Michi-
gan. Minnesota, Michigan and
North Dakota have 21 national ti-
tles among them. 

The winner of the West Re-
gional earns a trip to the Frozen
Four in Milwaukee. Since the
four-region format began in 2003,
all three teams that played in
their home arenas have ad-
vanced. 

DIVISION I TOURNAMENT

NORTHEAST REGIONAL

At DCU Center Worcester, Mass.

First Round

Friday, March 24 
Boston University (25-9-4) vs. Nebraska-Omaha (20-14-6), 4

p.m.
Miami (Ohio) (26-8-4) vs. Boston College (23-12-3), 7 p.m.

Championship

Saturday, March 25 
Boston University-Nebraska-Omaha winner vs. Miami (Ohio)-

Boston College winner, 6 p.m.

EAST REGIONAL

At Pepsi Arena Albany, N.Y.

First Round

Saturday, March 25
Michigan State (24-11-8) vs. New Hampshire (20-12-7), Noon
Harvard (21-11-2) vs. Maine (26-11-2), 3 p.m.

Championship

Sunday, March 26
Michigan State-New Hampshire winner vs. Harvard-Maine win-

ner, 2 p.m.

MIDWEST REGIONAL

At The Resch Center Green Bay, Wis.

Saturday, March 25
Wisconsin (26-10-3) vs. Bemidji State (20-13-3), 2:30 p.m.
Cornell (21-8-4) vs. Colorado College (24-15-2), 5:30 p.m.

Championship

Sunday, March 26
Wisconsin-Bemidji State winner vs. Cornell-Colorado College win-

ner, 5 p.m.

WEST REGIONAL

At Ralph Engelstad Arena Grand Forks, N.D.

First Round

Friday, March 24
Minnesota (27-8-5) vs. Holy Cross (26-9-2), 6:30 p.m.
North Dakota (27-15-1) vs. Michigan (21-14-5), 9:30 p.m.

Championship

Saturday, March 25
Minnesota-Holy Cross winner vs. North Dakota-Michigan winner,

9 p.m.

THE FROZEN FOUR

At The Bradley Center Milwaukee

Semifinals

Thursday, April 6
Northeast Regional champion vs. West Regional champion, 3 or

8 p.m. 
East Regional champion vs. Midwest Regional champion, 3 or 8

p.m.

Championship

Saturday, April 8
Semifinal winners, 7 p.m. 

North Dakota gets comforts of home in West Regional

College
Hockey

AP photo

Michigan’s Chad Kolarik, left, here being chased by Northern Michigan’s Darin Oliver,will lead the Wolver-
ines against host North Dakota tonight in the NCAA Tournament’s West Regional.

I think Denver made the mistake of
kicking Michigan out of their locker
room a few years ago.

— Minnesota coach Don Lucia
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