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Mat madness
Chuck Pleiness will preview this weekend’s
individual state wrestling finals in 
Thursday’s The Macomb Daily.

Basketball
DISTRICT PAIRINGS

CLASS A

(Host Grosse Pointe North)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 5: Detroit Finney 61, Detroit Denby 45; Grosse Pointe
North 51, Detroit Southeastern 47 (OT)

Semifinals
MARCH 7: Grosse Pointe South vs. Detroit Finney, 5:30 p.m.;

Lakeview vs. Grosse Pointe North, 7:30 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.
(Host Fraser)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 5: De La Salle 62, Warren-Mott 41; Cousino 40, Fraser
24

Semifinals
MARCH 7: East Detroit vs. De La Salle, 6 p.m.; Roseville vs.

Cousino, 8 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.
(Host Romeo)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 6: Rochester vs. Rochester Adams, (n); Romeo 88,
Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 70

Semifinals
MARCH 8: Troy Athens vs. Rochester/Rochester Adams winner,

5:30 p.m.; Troy vs. Romeo, 7:30 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 10: TBD, 1 p.m.
(Host Ford)

Quarterfinals
MARCH 5: Sterling Heights 59, Stevenson 43; Ford 60, L’Anse

Creuse 54
Semifinals

MARCH 7: Eisenhower vs. Sterling Heights,5:30 p.m.; Utica vs.
Ford

Championship
MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.

(Host Anchor Bay)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 5: L’Anse Creuse North 82, Port Huron 57; Chippewa
Valley 59, Anchor Bay 45

Semifinals
MARCH 7: Dakota vs. L’Anse Creuse North, 5 p.m.; Port Huron

Northern vs. Chippewa Valley, 7 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.

CLASS B

(Host South Lake)
Quarterfinal

MARCH 5: South Lake 67, Center Line 65
Semifinals

MARCH 7: Highland Park Community vs. Detroit Crockett, 5:30
p.m.; Hamtramck vs. South Lake, 7 p.m.

Championship
MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.

(Host Warren Woods-Tower)
Quarterfinal

MARCH 5: Mount Clemens 83, Warren Woods-Tower 75 (OT)
Semifinals

MARCH 7: Lake Shore vs. Lincoln, 5:30 p.m.; Clintondale vs.
Mount Clemens, 7 p.m.

Championship
MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.

(Host Detroit Renaissance)
Quarterfinal

MARCH 5: Detroit Renaissance 86, Detroit Academy of Arts &
Sciences 40

Semifinals
MARCH 7: Madison vs. Lamphere, 5 p.m.; Fitzgerald vs. Detroit

Renaissance, 7:30 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 9: TBD, 6 p.m.
(Host Armada)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 6: Lutheran North 66,Capac 53; Armada 61,Richmond
59

Semifinals
MARCH 8: Almont vs. Armada, 6 p.m.; Imlay City vs. Lutheran

North, 7:30 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 10: TBD, 2 p.m.

CLASS C

(Host Memphis)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 5: Memphis 52, Dryden 28; Harper Woods 57, Shrine
48

Semifinals
MARCH 7: Eaton Academy vs. Memphis, 6 p.m.; New Haven vs.

Harper Woods, 7:30 p.m.
Championship

MARCH 9: TBD, 6 p.m.

CLASS D

(Cardinal Mooney)
Quarterfinals

MARCH 5: Conner Creek East 55, Cardinal Mooney 52
MARCH 6: University Liggett vs. Detroit Forten Academy,6 p.m.;

Detroit Allen Academy vs. Detroit Lundy Academy, 8 p.m.
Semifinals

MARCH 8: University Liggett/Detroit Forten Academy winner vs.
Detroit Allen Academy/Detroit Lundy Academy winner, 6 p.m.; Detroit
City vs. Conner Creek East, 8 p.m.

Championship
MARCH 10: TBD, 7 p.m.

(Host Parkway Christian)
Quarterfinal

MARCH 5: Parkway Christian 78, Immaculate Conception 25
Semifinals

MARCH 7: Auburn Hills vs. Oakland Christian, 5 p.m.; Macomb
Christian vs. Parkway Christian, 7 p.m.

Championship
MARCH 9: TBD, 7 p.m.

Armada withstands Richmond rally
■ Tigers record
‘awesome’ victory
over rival.
By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

ARMADA — Damon Szafran-
ski and Andrew Blake each hit a
free throw in the final 12 seconds
as host Armada withstood a furi-
ous Richmond rally to defeat the
Blue Devils 61-59 in a Class B dis-
trict quarterfinal basketball
game Tuesday night.

Blake, a senior guard, fin-
ished with a game-high 18 points

as the
Tigers
avenged
two regu-
lar-season

losses to their Blue Water Area
Conference rivals.

“It was awesome,” Blake said
as he was mobbed by classmates
after the game. “It was a total
team effort.”

While Armada celebrated, the
Blue Devils suffered a heart-
breaking end to their season.

“It’s hard,” said Richmond se-
nior Jake Stark, who scored 16
points as the Blue Devils fin-
ished 12-9 overall. “This is your
last game as a senior, and you
put everything into it.”

Sophomore Matt Schwab
added 15 points, including seven
in the fourth quarter as Rich-
mond came back from a 12-point
deficit in the final two minutes
only to fall short.

Senior Shane Averitt scored
15 points, and Szafranski had 10
points — including the go-ahead
free throw with 12 seconds left —
for Armada (11-10 overall). 

Blake then provided for the fi-
nal margin by hitting a free
throw with four seconds left.

“It was crazy,” Averitt said.
“The end of the game with the
crowd going nuts and Andrew
hitting the free throw. It couldn’t
be better.”

Richmond won the previous
two regular-season games be-
tween the teams by a combined
total of five points, and Tues-
day’s game was just as tight with
the outcome not decided until
the final buzzer.

Zach Haslett banked in a 3-
pointer at the end of the first

quarter to give Richmond a 12-7
edge, and the Blue Devils in-
creased their lead to seven
points after back-to-back baskets
by Matt Schwab early in the sec-
ond.

Armada rallied back with a 7-
0 run to tie the game at 16-16
with 3:46 left in the second quar-
ter, and the two teams went back-
and-forth the rest of the half be-
fore Richmond took a 23-22 lead
into the break.

Outside shooting propelled
Armada to a 40-32 lead going into
the fourth quarter. The Tigers
made three 3-pointers in the
third, including one apiece from
Logan Kinch, Averitt and
Szafranski.

Armada maintained at least
an eight-point lead for the first
five minutes of the fourth quar-
ter, and the Tigers built a 54-42
advantage on Averitt’s free
throw with 2:37 remaining.

But Richmond roared back
with a 17-5 run that Stark
capped with a driving layup
with 19 seconds left to tie the
game at 59-59.

“Everybody kept making
plays,” Stark said. “We stepped
up on defense.”

Szafranski, though, managed
to break free on the ensuing in-
bounds play, and the Blue Devils
had to foul. 

Szafranski made the first of
two free throws to give the
Tigers a 60-59 lead with 12 sec-
onds left.

Following a Richmond
turnover, Blake split two free
throws with four seconds re-
maining for a 61-59 edge.

The Blue Devils had one last
chance, but Stark’s desperation
3-pointer bounced off the back-
board.

Kinch finished with 12 re-
bounds, four assists, four steals

and three blocks for Armada,
which takes on Almont in a dis-
trict semifinal Thursday.

“We have two more,” Blake

said. “The job’s not done yet.”
Armada 61, Richmond 59

Richmond 12 11 9 27 — 59
Armada 7 15 18 21 — 61

RICHMOND (12-9): Andy Malburg 3, Jake Stark 1, Brandon
Carnes 2, Byron Voelkert 8, Zach Haslett 12, Kevin Misteravich 3,
Matt Schwab 15. Totals: 20 (3) 16-26 59. 

ARMADA (11-10): Shane Averitt 15,Andrew Blake 18,Logan
Kinch 8, Jordan Krause 3, Damon Szafranski 10, Jared Wozniak 7.
Totals: 20 (5) 16-27 61.

Basketball

Coaches:
Call in your
scores at
(586) 469-

4771.

REGIONAL PAIRINGS

CLASS A

Host Grosse Pointe South
Date TBD: Semifinals — Detroit Southeastern District winner

vs. Grosse Pointe North; Detroit Central District winner vs. Fraser
Championship — TBD

Host Berkley
Date TBD: Semifinals — Royal Oak vs. Marian; Troy vs. Utica
Championship — TBD

Host North Branch
Date TBD: Semifinals — Rochester vs. L’Anse Creuse; North

Branch vs. Fenton
Championship — TBD

CLASS B

Host St. Clair
Date TBD: Semifinals — Detroit Renaissance vs. Warren

Woods-Tower; Marysville vs. Lutheran North
Championship — TBD

DISTRICT RESULTS

CLASS A

Host Grosse Pointe North
FEB. 28: Quarterfinals — Grosse Pointe South def. Detroit

Finney; Grosse Pointe North def. Detroit Denby
MARCH 2: Semifinals — Lakeview def. Grosse Pointe South;

Grosse Pointe North def. Detroit Kettering
Championship — Grosse Pointe North def. Lakeview

Host Cousino
MARCH 3: Quarterfinal — East Detroit def. Roseville 25-27,25-

13, 24-26, 25-21, 15-4
Semifinals — Fraser def. Detroit Osborn 25-14, 25-17, 25-4;

Cousino vs. East Detroit 25-19, 25-20, 25-11
Championship — Fraser def. Cousino 25-18, 25-18, 25-18

Host Ford
FEB. 28: Quarterfinals — Stevenson def. Sterling Heights 25-

17, 25-23, 16-25, 22-25, 15-13; Utica def. Ford, 25-22, 25-21, 25-
17

MARCH 2: Semifinals — Chippewa Valley def. Stevenson; Uti-
ca def. Warren-Mott vs. Utica

Championship — Utica def. Chippewa Valley 25-17,16-25,15-
13, 25-12

Host Romeo
MARCH 2: Quarterfinals — Rochester def. Clarkston 25-21,

15-25, 25-21, 18-25, 15-12; Rochester Hills Stoney Creek def.
Romeo 26-24, 28-26, 25-22

MARCH 3: Semifinals — Rochester def. Eisenhower 25-22,25-
14, 21-25, 25-22; Lake Orion def. Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 20-
25, 25-23, 20-25, 25-21, 16-14

Championship — Rochester def. Lake Orion 25-18, 25-17, 25-
21

Host Port Huron Northern
FEB. 28: Quarterfinals — Anchor Bay def. Port Huron, 25-11,

24-26, 25-12, 25-20; L’Anse Creuse def. Dakota, 25-23, 25-18, 25-
20

MARCH 3: Semifinals — L’Anse Creuse North def. Anchor Bay;
L’Anse Creuse def. Port Huron Northern 

Championship — L’Anse Creuse def. L’Anse Creuse North

CLASS B

Host  Detroit Renaissance
MARCH 3: Quarterfinals — Detroit Renaissance def. Detroit

Chadsey; Center Line def. Hamtramck, 28-26, 25-13, 25-15
Semifinals — Detroit Renaissance def. Highland Park Commu-

nity; Center Line def. Detroit Communication Media Arts 25-12, 25-
15, 25-13

Championship — Detroit Renaissance def. Center Line 25-21,
27-25, 25-11

Host Warren Woods-Tower
MARCH 3: Quarterfinals — Fitzgerald def. Madison; Warren

Woods-Tower def. Lamphere, 25-15, 25-9, 25-9
Semifinals — Lincoln def. Fitzgerald; Warren Woods-Tower def.

Detroit Murray Wright, 25-4, 25-6, 25-6 
Championship — Warren Woods-Tower def. Lincoln 25-23, 25-

9, 25-13
Host South Lake

MARCH 3: Quarterfinals — Lutheran North def. South Lake,25-
20,25-21,22-25,25-20; Regina def. Clintondale,25-11,25-16,25-
9

Semifinals — Lutheran North def. Lake Shore, 25-15, 25-12,
25-17; Regina def. Mount Clemens, 25-7, 25-13, 25-9

Championship — Lutheran North def. Regina, 27-25, 25-15,
25-14

Host Marysville
MARCH 3: Quarterfinal — Marysville def.. Marine City 25-15,

25-10, 25-12
Semifinals — St. Clair def. Algonac 25-14, 25-18, 25-18;

Marysville def. Richmond 25-8, 25-7, 25-11 
Championship — Marysville def. St. Clair 25-17, 25-14, 25-9 

Host Yale
FEB. 28: Quarterfinals — Croswell-Lexington def. Almont, 20-

25, 25-18, 25-19, 22-25, 16-14; Armada def. Capac 25-23, 25-14,

25-16
MARCH 3: Semifinals — Yale def. Croswell-Lexington; Imlay

City def. Armada
Championship — Yale def. Imlay City 25-13, 26-24, 20-25, 25-

16 

CLASS C

Host Lutheran Northwest
MARCH 3: Quarterfinal — Lutheran Northwest def. Dryden
Semifinals — Memphis def. New Haven, 25-20, 25-19, 25-8;

Brown City def. Lutheran Northwest
Championship — Brown City def. Memphis 25-13, 25-12, 25-

14

CLASS D

Host University Liggett
MARCH 3: Quarterfinal — Parkway Christian def. Cardinal

Mooney
Semifinals — University Liggett def. Immaculate Conception;

Parkway Christian def. Macomb Christian
Championship — University Liggett def. Parkway Christian

Volleyball

Macomb Daily staff photos by Ray J. Skowronek

Armada’s Thomas Moore (20) is fouled as he makes his way to the basket in the Tigers’ 61-59 victory
over Richmond in a Class B district quarterfinal on Tuesday.
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free throws to give the Mustangs an insur-
mountable 62-53 edge with 43 seconds to
go.

“After a timeout or two, we got it under
control,” Schneider said. “We just stayed
composed and played together as a team.”

Joe Harvey led Capac with 16 points,
and Alan Browning added 11 points for
the Chiefs.

Andrew Dennison had seven points
and nine rebounds, and Beebe finished
with five assists.

“Obviously, we didn’t want to end the
season with three straight losses,”
Lutheran North coach Gary Gutenkust
said. “This is a real balanced district.
Anyone can win it.”

LUTHERAN NORTH (18-3): Richie Beebe 10, Brian Budchuck 16, Steve Doer-
flinger 8, Andrew MacDonald 5, Robby Schneider 14, Samir Keilani 4, Mitchell Farring-
ton 2, Drew Dennison 7. Totals: 21 (2) 18-22 66.

CAPAC: Bollaert 6,Browning 11,Carroll 2, Frazier 5,Kotermanski 4,Schrader 5,
Jackson 4, Harvey 16. Totals: 20 (2) 4-6 53.

MUSTANGS:
Schneider scores
11 in 4th quarter

Armada’s Jared Wozniak pulls
down a rebound in the first half.

Bulldogs outgun Stoney Creek, 88-70
By Patrick Walters
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

ROMEO — Courtesy a barrage of 3-
pointers and three momentum-altering
dunks in the second quarter, the Bulldogs
breezed through Rochester Hills Stoney
Creek on Tuesday, earning an 88-70 victory
in their district quarterfinal.

Romeo senior forward Doug Sharples
rim-rocked the
Cougars in the second
quarter, stuffing in
three, two-handed

jams in transition as part of a raucous 13-6
Romeo run that extended the Bulldog lead to
15 points with two minutes remaining in the
first half.

The 6-foot-4 Sharples, along with the
Romeo starting frontcourt of 6-foot-6 senior
center Jake Schirmer and 6-foot-4 junior for-
ward Blake Cushingberry kept Stoney
Creek at bay for the duration of the game,
relegating the Cougars to a perimeter of-
fense.

Stoney Creek poured in 11 3-point field
goals on the night, but the Bulldogs didn’t
fare badly either from beyond the arc, con-
necting on nine 3-pointers, five of them from

Cushingberry.
“It’s about ball movement and spacing,”

said Romeo coach Dale Teller on the Bull-
dogs’ long-range game. “As long as you have
those two things, your offense will look good
and you’ll make your shots.”

Cushingberry finished with 19 points.
Sharples, the high man for the Bulldogs, led
with 21 and had 10 rebounds.

Junior guard Nick Kosovich added three
3-pointers of his own to complement a
sound floor game with seven assists, one of
which was a no-look-flip to Sharples from
the Cougars’ backcourt to set up his second
dunk.

“That’s what his job is. I don’t care if Nick
ever scores,” Teller joked. “That’s the best
part of his game — he sees the floor so well;
things that I can’t see.”

Seniors Brad Rydquist and Philip Swan-
son turned in excellent offensive perfor-
mances for Stoney Creek, combining for
eight three-pointers. Rydquist scored 22 and
Swanson netted 23 in the loss.

But it was the Cougars’ lack of interior
size and the Bulldogs’ aggressive guard play
swung the game out of reach for Stoney
Creek. The Cougars finish the season 12-9.

“That was a tough draw for us,” said
Stoney Creek coach Ken Belote. “We’re a
pretty good team, we just ran into a real good
team tonight that was playing well.”

With the win - their 20th of the season -
the Bulldogs advance to play Troy on Thurs-
day at 7:30 p.m.

Teller said that in all likelihood, the Bull-
dogs will have to do so with Cushingberry.
The junior forward was called for a traveling
violation with 6:13 remaining in the third,
and landed awkwardly on his left ankle after
tangling his leg with a Stoney Creek defend-
er. He is not expected to play Thursday
against Troy, Teller said after the game.

In the early game at the Romeo district,
Rochester Adams notched a come-from-be-
hind overtime win against Rochester, keep-
ing alive the possibility of a Romeo-
Rochester Adams rematch in the district fi-
nal. The Highlanders are the only team to
beat Romeo this season.

Romeo 88,Stoney Creek 70
Romeo 19 21 26 22 88
Stoney Creek 12 12 17 29 70

ROMEO (20-1): Doug Sharples 21,Jake Schirmer 11,Nick Kosovich 13,Stephen Mal-
burg 9,Blake Cushingberry 19,Brent Newsom 5, Joseph Wilson 2,Nathan Saliga 4, Tyler
Armstrong 2,Ben Hessell 1,Richard Roth 1. Totals: 30 (9) 19-29.

STONEY CREEK (12-9): Brad Rydquist 22, Philip Swanson 23, Brendan Hunt 6, An-
drew Schneider 2,Michael Schnurr 5,Griffin Hamood 6,Paul Knapp 3,Stephen Sharp 3. To-
tals: 23 (11) 13-19 70.

Basketball
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