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“They will probably start off in
a T-formation and try and run
over us,” Bye said. “If that
doesn’t work, then they’ll proba-
bly try and spread us out and
still try and run over us. But if
we were able to get ahead per-
haps we can force them out of
their comfort zone and they’ll
have to throw the ball.”

CC quarterback Sam Landry
has attempted less than 100
passes this season.

Iowa-bound Carl Davis an-
chors the Titans’ defensive line
at nose guard. The rest of the line
consists of Demetrus Howard,
Corey Stone and Kyle Kimball,
while the linebacking corps is
made up of Mark Kovalcik, Jon
Sulek and Charlie Walker.

The Shamrocks score just over
33 points a game on average,
while allowing opponents a mere
4.2. The Titans’ offense score
close to 40 points a game and the
defense allows just more than 17.

Stevenson, which has scored
at least 28 points in every game
this season, is 0-3 in state finals
appearances and 0-3 against
Catholic Central in the playoffs.
All three meetings in the post-
season have been at the state
semifinal level. The Shamrocks,
who have won nine state cham-
pionships in 12 appearances,
beat the Titans in 1998 (35-21),
1997 (21-17) and 1995 (29-13).

Send comments to chuck.plei-
ness@macombdaily.com.

in order to neutralize a great run

defense you spread them out.

They know what we’re going to

do because we have to do that.”
Fracassa’s main target is sen-

ior D.J. Mershman, who holds

the record for receiving yards in

a season with 1,734.
“With risks comes reward,”

Bye added. “We don’t have the

running backs to run against

them so we have no choice.”
What Bye doesn’t know is how

the Shamrocks’ offense will

progress.

Stevenson’s last two playoffs

wins. Along the way he has re-

written the Michigan High

School Athletic Association rec-

ord books. He holds the record

for passing yards in a season

(4,140), pass attempts in a season

(1,071), pass completions in a sea-

son (251) and passing touch-

downs in a season (42).
“Oh we’ll run it, but we won’t

be packing it in and running the

football,” said Bye, whose team

has scored a county-best 514

points this season. “I just think

get out of them.”
On the season, the Shamrocks

have rushed for nearly 3,800
yards. In last week’s 31-0 win
over Holt in a Division 1 state
semifinal game, Niko Palazeti
ran for 172 yards on 25 carries,
while Anthony Capatina had 15
carries for 75 yards.

And it’s that patient and very
potent ground attack that’s help
lead Catholic Central to eight
shutouts this season. The Sham-
rocks have given up just 54
points all year, 24 of which came
in an overtime win against Can-
ton in a Division 1 regional final.

“We really don’t feel anybody
has been able to run against
their defense and without our
running backs, we’re certainly
not going to try,” Bye said.

Stevenson starting running
back Justice Wright, who ran for
over 900 yards this season, tore
his ACL a the pre-district win
over Roseville, while backup
running back Mike Kirksey
broke his arm in practice before
the playoffs began.

Both are progressing and are
hopeful to see some action today.

So without a true running
game, the Titans have relied on
what’s been so successful for
them all season– throwing the
football.

Senior Jason Fracassa has
thrown 50-plus times in each of

STEVENSON: Titans take on tough defense today
Continued from Page 1C
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From left to right, Stevenson seniors Angelina Bonanni, Lauren Bel-
fori, Kristen Kopicki, Elyse Stegner and Catherine Dragan paint mes-
sages on cars of football players to pump them up for the game.

game,” Fracassa said.
Fracassa is a four-year starter,

while Mershman is in his third
year as a starter. The two began
honing their skills at passing
camp as sophomores.

“He knows where I’m going to
be,” Mershman said. “I can pret-
ty much change my route up and
the ball is there all the time. But I
am surprised we’ve gotten this
far without a running game.”

Fracassa’s success is aided by
the protection he gets from the
offensive line — Alex Heffner,
Adam Crowe, Mike Wesner,
Corey Stone and Carl Davis —
coached by Trevor Smith. Fra-
cassa has been sacked just seven
times this season.

“When you coach high school
football, most of the time you
have a one-year quarterback,”
Fiott said. “We’ve had years with
a two- and three-year QB and you
start to give them more leeway.
Jason, as a four-year guy, he bas-
ically could be a lot of schools of-
fensive coordinator.

“He has tremendous check
systems,” Fiott added. “He has
the right to audible to pass or run
plays. He’s probably checked
into 14 or 15 touchdown passes.”

And it’s this quarterback/
wide receiver relationship that’s
helped lead the Titans to the Di-
vision 1 state championship
game.

Send comments to chuck.plei-
ness@macombdaily.com.

Dylan Cooper. Mershman and
Beaurem were used a decoys.

“I never really key on any-
body,” Fracassa said. “I just set
up in the pocket and whoever’s
open I throw them the ball. I
have confidence in all of my re-
ceivers.

“It’s hard for a team to single
out anyone running routes,”
Fracassa added. “And since we
lost our two top backs, our re-
ceivers have worked that much
harder to get open.”

Prior to leaving for last Satur-
day’s state semifinal game
against Clarkston, Mershman
dropped a pass prior to boarding
the bus and was clearly upset.

“He never drops a pass he kept
telling us,” Bye said.

Mershman went out and
caught 15 receptions in the win
over the Wolves.

“It didn’t even feel like I
caught that many passes,”
Mershman said. “I feel if he
needs someone to get open, I’ll be
there.

“I’ve had two of my best games
the last two weeks,” Mershman
added. “I’m hoping I can keep it
up and have an even bigger game
in the championship game.

And with the Titans’ lack of
running game since the opening
week of the playoffs, it’s a chal-
lenge that Fracassa cherishes.

“I’d rather have (one of the
backs next to me), but I’m going
to do anything I can to win the

tions with 42. Jones holds that

mark with 45.
“This is probably the best

quarterback/wide receiver rela-

tionship I’ve ever seen,” Mersh-

man said. “We stay after prac-

tice, after workouts and even be-

fore practice, just running

routes and playing catch. That’s

what has gotten us here today.”
“If I need someone to catch the

ball, I’m probably going to throw

it to him,” Fracassa said. “But

I’ve got a comfort level with pret-

ty everyone on the team.”
Marcus Beaurem has 73 recep-

tions for 1,016 yards and 11 TDs.
Fracassa’s final pass last week

went to his junior tight end

ing why we’re not doing some-

thing because the defense is

doing this. Sometimes the things

they’re saying make a whole lot

of sense.
“There is some head butting

because, like anything, you’ve

probably given them a little too

much,” Fiott added. “But so far it

has all worked out.”
Fracassa has eclipsed these

state records this season – most

passing yards in a season (4,140);

most passing yards in a career

(10,322); pass attempts in a sea-

son (1,071); pass completions in a

season (251); pass completions in

a career (641); passing touch-

downs in a season (42); passing

touchdowns in a career (95).
“We just wanted to get better,”

Fracassa said of his relationship

with Mershman. “Ever since we

were sophomores that’s been our

goal and it’s grown from that.”
Mershman holds the state

mark for most receiving yards in

a season (1,734).
The senior receiver is also ap-

proaching a number of other

milestones. He’s one catch away

from tying Ithaca’s J.T. Jones for

most receptions in a season with

93; he’s second on the list in ca-

reer receiving yards (3,579) be-

hind Lowell’s Mike Kostner

(3,666) and he’s tied for second

with Kostner in career TD recep-

DUO: Fracassa, Mershman share special bond
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Stevenson receiver D.J. Mersh-
man has a state-record 1,734
receiving yards this season.

Division 1-2 All-State team
The 2009 Associated Press Division 1-2 All-State football team, selected by Michigan sports writers:
PLAYER OF THE YEAR: William Gholston, Detroit Southeastern, 6-7, 255, Sr.
QUARTERBACKS: Devin Gardner, Inkster, 6-4, 195, Sr.; Jason Fracassa, Stevenson, 5-9, 175, Sr.
RUNNING BACKS: Ben Brown, Romeo, 6-0, 190, Sr.; Jeremy Langford, Westland John Glenn, 6-1, 190,

Sr.; Aaron Bailey, Woodhaven, 5-9, 180, Sr.; Austin Graham, Lowell, 6-0, 205, Sr.; Charlie Leffingwell, Mid-
land, 5-9, 195, Sr.

RECEIVERS: Pat Lancaster, Gibraltar Carlson, 6-3, 200, Sr.; D.J. Mershman, Stevenson, 5-11, 175, Sr.;
Tony Jones, Grand Blanc, 6-1, 180, Sr.; Keontre’ Miskel, Muskegon Mona Shores, 6-2, 175, Sr.

LINEMEN: Connor Kruse, Lowell, 6-5, 315, Sr.; Corey Stone, Stevenson, 6-1, 275, Sr.; Niko Palazeti, De-
troit Catholic Central, 6-2, 245, Sr.; Jordan Goetz, Grand Haven, 6-0, 255, Sr.; Alvin Fletcher, Muskegon, 5-9,
240, Sr.; Jordan Sanders, Rochester Adams, 6-2, 275, Sr.

LINEBACKERS: William Gholston, Detroit Southeastern, 6-7, 255, Sr.; Randy Hogan, Lowell, 6-2, 225,
Sr.; Justin Cherocci, Birmingham Brother Rice, 6-0, 221, Sr.; Nores Fradi, Dearborn, 5-11, 205, Sr.; Brett Eg-
natuk, Rockford, 6-1, 205, Jr.

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Greg Wickliffe, Muskegon, 5-7, 175, Sr.; Chris Laneaux, Portage Northern, 6-0, 175,
Jr.; Kevin King, Dearborn Edsel Ford, 5-11, 195, Sr.

SPECIALIST: Ryan Darby, Rockford, 6-1, 180, Sr.
PUNTER: Kyle Brindza, Plymouth, 6-1, 190, Sr.
PLACEKICKER: Jeremy Ross, Ann Arbor Pioneer, 5-5, 145, Sr.
COACH OF THE YEAR: Mike Farley, Grand Haven.

SPECIAL MENTION (nominees receiving two or more votes from the 10-member panel)
RUNNING BACKS: Bryce Lindberg, Howell; Austin White, Livonia Stevenson.
RECEIVERS: Ricardo Miller, Ann Arbor Pioneer; Dominick Todd, Holt; Baquer Sayed, Dearborn Fordson.
LINEMEN: Johnathan Hankins, Detroit Southeastern; Carter Staffeld, Canton; Jeff Dean, Clarkston.
LINEBACKERS: Steve O’Shell, De La Salle; David Kolanek, Bay City Western; Mike Kinville, Detroit Cath-

olic Central.
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Justin Ford, Grand Rapids Kenowa Hills.
SPECIALIST: Dior Mathis, Detroit Cass Tech.
KICKER: Robbie Flinn, Romeo.
HONORABLE MENTION (nominees receiving one or no votes from the 10-member panel)
QUARTERBACKS: Ben Filimon, Warren Mott; Ryan Morley, Grand Blanc, Tyler Hamilton, Fenton; Ali Bai-

doun, Dearborn Fordson; Tyler Scarlett, Clarkston; Luke Wiest, Caledonia.
RUNNING BACKS: Justice Wright, Stevenson; Justice Hayes, Grand Blanc; Spencer Munson, Portage

Central; Paris Powell, Detroit Southeastern; Deonte Hurst, East Kentwood.
RECEIVERS: Jeremy Jackson, Ann Arbor Huron; Kevonte Martin-Manley, Birmingham Brother Rice.
LINEMEN: Eshan Farha, Ann Arbor Pioneer; Dan Gear, Southgate Anderson; Bruce Tebelman, Dearborn

Edsel Ford; Joe Snyder, Detroit Catholic Central; Sterlin Griffin, Inkster; Nick DiMiro, Rochester Adams; Josh
Leys, Grand Rapids Kenowa Hills; Kelsey Kilby, Grand Haven; Craig Wilson, Traverse City West.

LINEBACKERS: Dontavius Bryant, Detroit King; Ryan Spicuzzi, Dakota; Alex Davison, Grand Ledge; D.J.
Lynch, Auburn Hills Avondale; Maurice Davenport, Southfield; Jack Quigley, Birmingham Seaholm; Joey Hol-
ton, Howell; Desmond Morgan, Holland West Ottawa; David Churchwell, Muskegon; Payton McCallum, La-
peer East; Preston Haggadone, Lapeer West.

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Daniel Easterly, Detroit Cass Tech; Travis Kamstra, Grandville; Joe Hines, Jackson;
Daniel Lindsey, Inkster.

SPECIALISTS: Andrew Dillon, Ypsilanti Lincoln.
KICKERS: Mason Krysinski, Eisenhower; Paul Mudgett, Rockford.
PUNTERS: Jimmy Allen, Fenton; Corey Smith, Detroit Catholic Central.
COACHES: Tom Mach, Detroit Catholic Central; Noel Dean, Lowell; Rick Bye, Stevenson.

Football
The other three are Jordan
Sanders of Rochester Adams,
Jordan Goetz of Grand Haven
and Alvin Fletcher of Muskegon.

The two quarterbacks selected
are Fracassa of Stevenson and
Devin Gardner of Inkster. Both
are unanimous selections. Fra-
cassa owns state records for ca-
reer passing yards and touch-
down passes; Gardner is a dual-
threat quarterback who com-
mitted to Michigan.

Five running backs were se-
lected, and all five led their re-
spective teams to the playoffs.

Ben Brown of Romeo rushed
for 21 touchdowns and threw for
448 yards. Charlie Leffingwell of
Midland had 1,650 yards, and
Jeremy Langford of Westland
John Glenn rushed for 2,042
yards. Aaron Bailey of Wood-
haven scored 33 touchdowns,
and Austin Graham of Lowell
rushed for 221 yards in a semifi-
nal victory over Brother Rice.

Placekicker Jeremy Ross of
Ann Arbor Pioneer was 8-for-9 on
field goal tries and made 45 extra
points. The punter selected was
Kyle Brindza of Plymouth who
averaged 48.2 yards per punt.

Ryan Darby of Rockford was
named as specialist. Darby had
18 unassisted tackles, 10 recep-
tions for 179 yards and 87 rushes
for 535 yards.

Mike Farley of Grand Haven
was named Coach of the Year.

Hogan and Egnatuk each aver-
aged more than 10 tackles per
game. Hogan returned two inter-
ceptions for touchdowns. Cheroc-
ci averaged 16 tackles per game
this season. Fradi played in eight
games and had 101 tackles.

First-team selections in the
secondary are Kevin King of
Dearborn Edsel Ford, Chris La-
neaux of Portage Northern and
Greg Wickliffe of Muskegon.
King gained 1,200 yards rushing
and led Edsel Ford with 87 tack-
les. Laneaux had 63 tackles and
nine interceptions, and Wickliffe
had eight interceptions.

The receivers who made the
first team are Mershman of Ste-
venson, Tony Jones of Grand
Blanc, Keontre’ Miskel of Mus-
kegon Mona Shores and Pat Lan-
caster of Gibraltar Carlson.

Mershman has 92 receptions
and 20 touchdowns. Jones had 52
receptions for 800 yards and 10
touchdowns. Miskel had 44 re-
ceptions for 861 yards and seven
touchdowns. Lancaster was a
versatile player. He had 422
yards receiving and five TDs.

Six linemen were selected, led
by Stone of Stevenson, Connor
Kruse of Lowell and Niko Palaze-
ti of Detroit Catholic Central. All
three will compete at Ford Field.

Romeo’s Brown
joins Titans’ Stone,
Fracassa,
Mershman

DETROIT (AP) — Four
players from Macomb County —
Stevenson’s Corey Stone, Jason
Fracassa and D.J. Mershman
and Romeo’s Ben Brown —
earned Division 1-2 Associated
Press All-State first team honors.

Detroit Southeastern line-
backer William Gholston, a 6-
foot-7, 255-pound linebacker/
tight end, headlines the 2009 As-
sociated Press Division 1-2 All-
State team, earning Player of the
Year honors as voted on by a 10-
person panel of sports writers.

This season Gholston had 115
tackles and 27 sacks. He recover-
ed two fumbles and returned an
interception for a touchdown.

Gholston committed to Michi-
gan State before the start of the
season, but Southeastern coach
Donshell English said it’s likely
he will take two, possibly more,
official visits to other schools.
English said those other schools,
other than MSU, are Alabama,
Florida and Southern California.

Other linebackers selected to the
first team include Randy Hogan of
Lowell, Brett Egnatuk of Rockford,
Justin Cherocci of Brother Rice
and Nores Fradi of Dearborn.

Three Stevenson players earn all-state honors

Hockey

Kobylski’s
two goals
lead LCN
The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

Richard Kobylski scored twice
to lead L’Anse Creuse North’s
hockey team to a 5-3 victory over
Bay City Central in the Bay City
Thanksgiving tournament on
Friday.

Nate
Prytlua,
Adam Fi-
correlli and
Evan Corbett also scored, and
Vinnie Scarpaci had two assists
for the Crusaders.

Alex Sypniewski made 27
saves for LCN (3-0-1), which
plays Mount Pleasant in the
tournament championship
game today at 5 p.m. in Bay
County Ice Arena.

WARREN-STERLING
UNITED 9, KALAMAZOO
UNITED 3: David Pomaville
scored three goals and assisted
on three others to lead Warren-
Sterling United in a Thanksgiv-
ing tournament in Kalamazoo on
Friday.

Michael Merola added three
goals and two assists, and Mi-
chael Perini also scored three
goals.

Collin Holman had three as-
sists, Anthony DiMarco had four
assists, and Alex Steflja and
Tony Evanoff also had assists.
Jake DeWalt made 25 saves for
Warren-Sterling (2-1), which
plays in the championship game
today vs. Okemos.

L’ANSE CREUSE 6, AU-
BURN HILLL AVONDALE 5
(OT): Tyler Spezia scored his
second goal of the game, this one
coming just 44 second into over
to lead the Lancers (2-0-0) Friday
night. Spezia also added a pair of
assists.

Tyler Velger also scored twice,
while Luke Anders and Sean
Maxwell had one each for L’Anse
Creuse.

Steven Treppa had two assists,
while goalie Brett Blum 25 saves
and also had an assist.

STATE FINALS
ALL GAMES AT FORD FIELD

DIVISION 1
CHAMPIONSHIP

Detroit Catholic Central (13-0)
vs. Stevenson (13-0) - S 1:00 PM

DIVISION 2
CHAMPIONSHIP

Lowell 27, Inkster 6
DIVISION 3

CHAMPIONSHIP
East Grand Rapids (13-0) vs. Or-

chard Lake St Mary’s (8-4) - S
7:30 PM

DIVISION 4
CHAMPIONSHIP

Marshall 49, Three Rivers 28

DIVISION 5
CHAMPIONSHIP

Clare (13-0) vs. Jackson Lumen
Christi (12-1) - S 4:30 PM

DIVISION 6
CHAMPIONSHIP

Montague 24, Monroe St Mary
Catholic Central 21

DIVISION 7
CHAMPIONSHIP

Traverse City St Francis (13-0)
vs. Hudson (13-0) - S 10:00 AM

DIVISION 8
CHAMPIONSHIP

Beal City 41, Crystal Falls Forest
Park 23

Division 1 finals

Detroit C.C.
COACH: Tom Mach (302-72, 34
years)
RECORD: 13-0, Catholic League Cen-
tral Division champions
LEADING RUSHER: Anthony Capatina
(1,092 yards, 10 TD)
LEADING PASSER: Sam Landry (642
yards, five TDs)
LEADING RECEIVER: George Darany
(169 yards, two TDs)
LEADING SCORER: Niko Palazeti (20
TDs)

SCHEDULE

Detroit Cody W 49-0
Hudsonville W 35-0
Monroe W 49-0
Brother Rice W 24-7
Divine Child W 39-6
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s W 27-0
De La Salle W 14-10
Detroit U-D Jesuit W 49-0
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s W 7-0
Livonia Franklin W 42-7
Livonia Stevenson W 38-0
Canton W 31-24
Holt W 31-0

Stevenson
COACH: Rick Bye (268-93, 35 years)
RECORD: 13-0, MAC Red Division
champions
LEADING RUSHER: Justice Wright
(919 yards, 15 TDs)
LEADING PASSER: Jason Fracassa
(3,715 yards, 39 TDs)
LEADING RECEIVER: D.J. Mershman
(1,734 yards, 20 TDs)
LEADING SCORER: Justice Wright
(21 TDs)

SCHEDULE

Cousino W 42-6
Eisenhower W 28-25
Ford W 51-7
Grosse Pointe South W 45-30
Dakota W 28-21
Utica W 49-24
Chippewa Valley W 35-0
Romeo W 42-7
Warren-Mott W 49-21
Roseville W 35-0
Warren-Mott W 35-21
Detroit Southeastern W 38-32
Clarkston W 37-35

Football

Championships

Division 2

Football

Lowell beats
Inkster, 27-6

DETROIT (AP) — Devin
Gardner was supposed to be the
featured attraction in the Divi-
sion 2 championship game at
Ford Field. Turns out he wasn’t

even the
best quar-
terback on
the field.

Sopho-
more Gabe

Dean rushed for 177 yards and
two touchdowns Friday as Low-
ell beat Gardner’s Inkster 27-6.

Austin Graham added 102
yards and two touchdowns for
the Red Arrows (13-1), which
won its third title since 2002.

Gardner, expected by many to
be Michigan’s starter next fall,
completed nine of 17 passes for
134 yards and an interception for
Inkster (9-4). He was sacked sev-
eral times and finished with
seven rushes for minus-26 yards.

DIVISION 6
MONTAGUE 24, MONROE

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CEN-
TRAL 21: At Detroit, Cody
Kater rushed for one touchdown
and threw for another as Mon-
tague won the Division 6 title.

DIVISION 8
BEAL CITY41, CRYSTAL

FALLS FOREST PARK 23: At De-
troit, Brian Bleise rushed for three
touchdowns to lead Beal City.

Marshall rushes

for 485 yards,

routs Three Rivers

DETROIT (AP) — Jamar
Wimberly rushed for 226 yards
and three touchdowns as Mar-

shall de-
feated
Three Riv-
ers 49-28 in
the Division

4 championship game Friday
night.

Garrett Woods added 195 yards
and two touchdowns for the Red-
hawks (13-1), who finished with
485 yards rushing on a cham-
pionship-game record 71 at-
tempts.

Division 4

Football
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