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GOLF

SHANGHAI (AP) — The 
gallery kept growing until it 
stretched along all 603 yards 
of  the eighth hole at Sheshan 
International. It took a little 
longer before Tiger Woods 
gave them what they came 
to see Friday in the HSBC 
Champions.

Losing patience with each 
missed putt, Woods finally 
knocked in a 10-foot birdie on 
the ninth hole and was on his 
way.

With five birdies over 
the final 10 holes, he pieced 
together another 5-under 67 
and surged into a share of  the 
36-hole lead with Nick Watney 
in a World Golf  Championship 
that had a distinctive American 
flavor. Seven of  the top nine 
players on the leaderboard are 
from the United States.

Far more tantalizing going 
into the weekend was Woods 
and Phil Mickelson, who ended 
their PGA Tour season with a 
compelling battle in Atlanta, 
going at it again halfway 

around the world in China.
Woods missed six birdie 

chances inside 20 feet and was 
growing increasingly agitated 
until one putt on the ninth 
changed his outlook.

“It certainly was a little 
bit frustrating, but the guys 
weren’t running off  and hid-
ing, either,” Woods said. “I 
knew if  I could just play the 
back nine at 3-under par ... I 
figured that would probably be 
a pretty good number. And I did 
a couple better than that.”

Mickelson chipped in for 
birdie on the 15th, then recov-
ered from a poor tee shot with 
an unlikely birdie on the 16th. 
After trying to play short off  
the tee on the 288-yard hole and 
hitting hybrid into a bunker, 
Mickelson faced an awkward 
distance and a slightly plugged 
lie in the sand. He blasted a 
pitching wedge to 12 feet and 
made another birdie.

“One of  the best shots I hit 
all day,” Mickelson said, and 
one final birdie on the par-5 

18th gave him a 66.
Behind him was Woods, hard 

to miss with the size of  his 
gallery and the accompanying 
cheers. He came up short with 
his wedge and chipped in for 

birdie, then reached the green 
in two on the 538-yard closing 
hole framed by water for a two-
putt birdie.

That put him in the lead at 
10-under 134 with Watney, who 

birdied his last two holes for 
a 70.

Even in a World Golf  
Championship with players 
from 23 countries — the most 
diverse field for this series 
— Woods and Mickelson have 
been the attractions at the big-
gest tournament in Asian golf.

Mickelson is part of  a crowd 
at 9-under 135. He is joined by 
Alvaro Quiros, the Spaniard 
reputed to be golf ’s biggest 
hitter who shot a 66; and Ryan 
Moore, who made an 8-foot 
eagle on the 18th and finished 
his round at No. 9 by chipping 
in for birdie.

“If  I have to be honest, I 
don’t see my name for a long 
time on the leaderboard — all 
were Americans,” Quiros said. 
“It was strange. Of  course, it is 
exciting for me.”

Another shot behind is 
Anthony Kim, who saved his 
aggressiveness for the 18th hole 
by hitting a 5-wood to 4 feet for 
eagle. Pat Perez had a chance to 
post the only bogey-free round 

of  the tournament until he 
missed an 8-foot par putt on his 
final hole for a 69, leaving him 
three shots off  the lead.

Brittany Lang leads 
Mizuno Classic

SHIMA, Japan — American 
Brittany Lang shot a 6-under 66 
on Friday to take a one-stroke 
lead over Japan’s Nobuko 
Kizawa and South Korea’s 
Hee Young Park after the first 
round of  the Mizuno Classic.

Lang, the long-hitting 
former Duke star who is win-
less in four seasons on the 
LPGA Tour, reached 7 under 
at Kintetsu Kashikojima with 
an eagle on the par-5 seventh, 
but bogeyed the eighth and fin-
ished the round with a par.

Vicky Hurst, 2007 winner 
Momoko Ueda, Bo Bae Song 
and Mi-Jeong Jeon opened 
with 68s, and defending cham-
pion Jiyai Shin and Japanese 
star Ai Miyazato topped a 
group at 69. 

Tiger’s late push takes him to share of lead

The Associated Press

Tiger Woods surged into a share of the 36-hole lead with a 5-
under 67 at the HSBC Champions.

Marian sweeps its way to another win
By PAUL KAMPE 
Of The Oakland Press 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
— With another strong 
chance at the county’s first-
ever Class A volleyball title, 
Birmingham Marian is doing 
its best to get back to Battle 
Creek. The Mustangs, the 
state’s top-ranked team, swept 
Bloomfield Hills Andover, 
3-0, (25-18, 25-14, 25-14) Friday 
in a district final hosted by 
Marian.

“Andover played very well. 
I thought we played better 
this week than we did today. 
It was enough to win, but you 
always want to play your best 
at tournament time,” Marian 
coach Irick Gardner said. “If  
we play the way we’ve played 
the majority of  our matches, 
then we have a chance to play 

in Battle Creek.” 
The Mustangs advance to 

play Clarkston, winners of  
the Oxford district, Tuesday 
at Birmingham Seaholm in 
a regional semifinal. The 
Mustangs (73-2) defeated the 
Wolves three 
weeks ago in 
tournament 
play. 

“They’re 
good. They’ve 
got a very 
athletic team. They have a 
good libero (Jenna Coates), 
they have a good team. We’re 
going to have to go in ready to 
play,” Gardner said. 

Miss Volleyball finalist Alex 
Cocklin led Marian offen-
sively, registering 11 kills for 
the Mustangs. Rachel Melcher 
tallied nine digs and Mary 
Henry contributed 35 assists 

for Marian. 
Friday’s win continued the 

Mustangs’ winning streak, 
which predates the beginning 
of  the school year. Marian 
suffered its only two losses of  
the season the final weekend 

in August to 
Portage Central 
and Plainwell. 
The Mustangs 
now sit five 
victories away 
from their sea-

son-long goal. 
“We talk about it every sin-

gle day. It’s obviously our big-
gest goal. It’s exciting to know 
we can do it this year and 
everybody is trying as hard as 
they can,” Cocklin said. 

Winning an individual 
award such as Miss Volleyball 
would be great, Cocklin said, 
“but winning the state title 

would mean everything.” 
The Mustangs are feeling a 

sense of  urgency to win the 
title after losing to Jenison in 
the finals each of  the past two 
seasons. 

“We’re more self-motivated. 
It’s been like that before, but 
even more so now. It’s not a 
‘we can try it next year,’ for 
some of  them,” Gardner said. 

Jesse Prepolec led the 
Barons (33-12) with 16 kills, 
which raised her total for the 
season to 601, a new school 
record. Judy Thelen had 25 
assists and Paula Demings 
made four blocks and had five 
kills. 

Marian surged ahead 
early in Game 1, taking a 12-5 
lead, which grew to 17-7. The 
Mustangs later won the game 
when a Barons shot went out 
of  bounds. 

Game 2 started out very 
close, as the Mustangs held 
a three-point lead for much 
of  the game and closed it 
out behind Stacey Scimeca’s 
serving and two kills from 
Alessandra Dietz. 

The Mustangs went ahead 
16-8 in Game 3, and later won 
the game on a hit by Henry. 

“Marian’s the best team 
on this side of  the state. This 
is exactly what I expected,” 
Andover coach Bob Hurdle 
said. “They’re so strong at all 
six positions. There’s not a 
weak spot out there.” 

Preparing for Marian was 
also a tough chore, Hurdle 
said.

“The problem with Marian 
is you can’t game plan for one 
player. They have five people 
who can put the ball away. 
You take away one person 

and somebody else will get 
the kill. They make you play 
a basic defense, and almost 
make you not gameplan,” he 
said.

Gardner said the team 
appeared to be a little off, and 
he and Cocklin agreed the 
Mustangs will play better in 
the matches ahead as tougher 
opponents present themselves. 

“We always play better 
when we play more-skilled 
teams,” Cocklin said. “As the 
tournament goes on and we 
play better opponents, we’re 
going to play better as well.” 

Tuesday’s match is the 
second semifinal of  the night, 
starting at 7 p.m. Southfield 
and Troy meet in the early 
match at 5 p.m. 

Contact Paul Kampe at 
paul.kampe@oakpress.com. 

Birm. Marian 3
B.H. Andover 0
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Wolves get their revenge

By ROSS MAGHIELSE
Special to The Oakland Press

CLARKSTON — Clarkston’s 
football team entered Friday 
night’s Division 1 district 
championship game with a 
perfect record and an angry 
attitude. A prime source of  
motivation for 
Clarkston was 
the lingering 
bitterness of  
a 38-7 loss to 
the Bulldogs 
in the playoffs 
a year ago, a loss they made 
up for as the Wolves (11-0) 
trounced Romeo, 21-3.

“We came out and laid down 
last year,” said Clarkston head 
coach Kurt Richardson. “We 
didn’t play good, hard football 
and they embarrassed us. I 
talked to the seniors about 
what they went through last 
year and how bad it felt, and 
told them not to let it happen 
again. It was up on every bul-
letin board in there, the score 
and everything.”

A key factor in this year’s 
outcome, compared to last sea-
son, was the play of  Romeo all-
state running back Ben Brown. 
In the game last year, Brown 
ran all over Clarkston’s defense 
and helped his team claim a 31-
0 lead at halftime. Friday night, 
he was limited to 86 yards on 14 
carries.

“He kicked our butt up front 
last year,” Richardson said. 
“We were isolating on him and 
focusing on him, but I think the 
key to it was their turnovers. 
I think they turned the ball 
over three or four times and we 
didn’t have any. That was huge 
for us.”

Romeo finished the game 

with three turnovers, includ-
ing a fumble by Brown, and 
Clarkston did not turn the ball 
over.

Another striking difference 
in Friday’s game compared 
to the previous matchup was 
Clarkston quarterback Tyler 
Scarlett’s ability to efficiently 
move the Clarkston offense 
down the field. Scarlett com-
pleted 11 of  20 passes for 167 
yards and three touchdowns. 
He also carried the ball 16 

times for 88 
yards on the 
ground.

The Wolves 
scored on their 
first two pos-
sessions of  the 

game, both long touchdown 
passes from Scarlett, and held a 
14-0 lead with 28.2 seconds left 
in the first quarter. After the 
first two possessions, Scarlett 
was 4-for-4 with 110 yards.

“We started off  good and had 
a couple of  big plays,” Scarlett 
said. “We weren’t coming out 
thinking we needed to throw 
that much that early, but we 
had a couple of  opportunities 
to do it and we took advantage 
of  that. The offensive line 
played great and gave me time 
to the deliver the ball, and 
our receivers made some nice 
catches.”

The first score of  the game 
was a 40-yard touchdown pass 
from Scarlett to Derek Booker 
at the 7:05 mark of  the first 
quarter. Scarlett delivered 
another TD on a 15-yard post 
rout to Dustin Gamble, giv-
ing the Wolves a 14-0 lead just 
before the end of  the first quar-
ter. Gamble finished with four 
catches for 73 yards.

Romeo got on the board 
with a 41-yard field goal with 
6:04 left in the first half. The 
Bulldogs went into halftime 
trailing 14-3.

Clarkston scored its third 

touchdown of  the game on a 
4-yard pass to Dakota Bender, 
giving the Wolves a 21-3 lead at 
the 6:51 mark of  the third quar-
ter. Romeo drove the ball into 
Clarkston territory twice after 
that point.

The first possession ended 
with a fumble on Clarkston’s 
23-yard line, recovered by 
Gamble. With 5:27 left in 
the fourth quarter, Romeo’s 
quarterback Jacob Alcini 
threw a fade route to the end 
zone, which got picked off  by 
Gamble. After that play, the 
majority of  Romeo’s side of  the 
stadium began to empty into 
the parking lot.

“I just read the quarterback’s 

eyes and adjusted to the pass, 
and was able to come down 
with it,” Gamble said. “Once I 
had it, I was pretty confident 
our offense could move the ball 
down the field and finish the 
game.”

The Wolves will move on 
to the regional finals where 
they will host Macomb Dakota 
Friday night.

“It’s huge being at home,” 
Richardson said. “We talked 
about that from game one. We 
said not only do we want to win 
games, but we wanted to look 
at the big picture and get home 
field advantage, because we 
know how much of  a difference 
it makes.”

Clarkston 21
Romeo 3

DIVISION 1

Lahser wins 
district title

BEVERLY HILLS 
— Bloomfield Hills Lahser’s 
volleyball team captured its 
second-consecutive Class B 
district championship with 
a sweep over Clawson Friday 
night — 25-8, 25-11, 25-13. 

The Knights received stel-
lar player from its leader, 
Caitlin Kopmeyer. Kopmeyer 
finished with 18 kills, while 
teammate Elizabeth Nalon 
did her part to help stretch 
the court. Nalon finished 
with 12 kills.

More volleyball
■ Troy 25-25-25, 

Waterford Mott 11-18-9
— At Troy, Susan Stuecheli 
had six aces and 13 kills for 
the Colts (43-20-4), who won a 
Class A district title. Allison 
Rouse had 10 kills and 11 
digs, while teammate Laura 
Hadad had three aces and 14 
digs. 

Football
BIRMINGHAM DETROIT COUNTRY DAY 45, 

MADISON HEIGHTS LAMPHERE 6
L 0 0 0 6 — 6
CD 13 25 7 0 — 45

CD — Joe MacLean fumble recovery (Brett Bukari 
kick)

CD — Joe MacLean 6 pass from Josh Harris 
(kick failed)

CD — Lee Bailey 10 run (MacLean pass from 
Harris)

CD — Trevor Potter 15 pass from Harris (Bukari 
kick)

CD — Lee Bailey Bailey 2 run (Bukari kick)
CD — Bukari 34 fi eld goal
CD — John Hill 2 run (Bukari kick)
L — Mitchell Kozlowski 35 pass from Ryan Horvath 

(conversion failed)
RECORDS — Country Day 8-3; Lamphere 7-4

BIRMINGHAM BROTHER RICE 24, 
ROCHESTER ADAMS 7

BR 7 7 7 3 — 24
A 7 0 0 0 — 7

BR — Nate Saldivar-Garcia 18 pass from Frankie 
Popp (Adam Gorski kick)

A — Sukhman Sidhu 2 run (George Patsarikis 
kick)

BR — Kevonte Martin-Manley 18 pass from Popp 
(Gorski kick)

BR — Jimmy Pickens 7 run (Gorski kick)
BR — Gorski 32 fi eld goal
RECORDS — Brother Rice 7-4; Adams 8-3

CLARKSTON 21, ROMEO 3
R 0 3 0 0 — 3
C 14 0 7 0 — 21

C — Derek Booker 40 pass from Tyler Scarlett 
(Brian Benway kick)

C — Dustin Gamble 15 pass from Scarlett 
(Benway kick)

R — Robert Flinn 41 fi eld goal
C — Dakota Bender 4 pass from Scarlett (Benway 

kick)
RECORDS — Clarkston 11-0; Romeo 8-3

MADISON HEIGHTS MADISON 25, CAPAC 7
C 7 0 0 0 — 7
M 13 0 6 6 — 25

M — Valdez Showers 1 run (Isaiah Thomas kick)
M — Percy Johnson 9 run
C — Aaron Sammut 1 run (Joshua Kaiser kick)
M — Tony Lowry 1 run (PAT run failed)
M — Bakari Allen 8 run (PAT pass failed)

COLLEGE ROUNDUP

OCC falls to 
Cincy State 

WATERFORD — Alyssa 
Swindlehurst (Clarkston) 
scored 15 points and had four 
steals, but it wasn’t enough to 
hold back the Surge as Oakland 
Community College lost to 
Cincinnati State, 74-64, Friday 
in a season-opening women’s 
basketball game for both teams. 
Megan Murphy added nine 
rebounds for OCC, which plays 
Lakeland CC today.

Oakland outlasts 
Western Illinois, 3-2

MACOMB, Ill.  — Freshman 
Meghan Bray notched 16 kills, 

while sophomore Allison 
Bell and freshmen Brittany 
Holbrook and Amber Miehlke 
added 10 kills apiece as the 
Oakland University volleyball 
team (17-7, 10-5 Summit League) 
picked up a 3-2 win over 
Western Illinois on Friday at 
Brophy Hall.

Western Illinois took a 25-20 
win in the opening game, but 
Oakland stormed back win-
ning 25-20 and 25-18 decisions 
in games two and three. The 
Leathernecks tied the contest 
at two games apiece with a 25-
20 win in the fourth game, but 
Oakland dominated the fifth 
game.

The win, coupled with 
IPFW’s 3-0 loss to IUPUI earlier 
tonight, gives Oakland sole pos-
session of  second place in the 
Summit League.

Journal Register News Service/RAY J. SKOWRONEK

Romeo was no match for Dakota Bender (middle) and his 
Clarkston Wolves’ teammates, as they ran over the Bulldogs, 
21-3, in a Division 1 district championship game at Clarkston 
on Friday. 

■ Clarkston avenges a 
38-7 loss to Romeo in 
last year’s playoffs
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